
Goats & Coats: The Korban Pesach and the Sale of Yosef
Shabbat Learning — Shalev Family

Part 1 — The Brothers and Yosef (Bereishit 37:23–33)

The brothers strip Yosef's coat, throw him in a pit, sell him, and deceive their father.

כג )23(

יו׃ לָ ר עָ שֶׁ ים אֲ סִּ פַּ תֹנֶת הַ  כְּ ת־ נְתּוֹ אֶ תׇּ כֻּ ת־ ף אֶ ת־יוֹסֵ יטוּ אֶ שִׁ יַּפְ יו וַ חָ ל־אֶ ף אֶ ר־בָּא יוֹסֵ שֶׁ י כַּאֲ יְהִ וַ
When Joseph came up to his brothers, they stripped Joseph of his tunic , the ornamented tunic  that he was
wearing,

כד )24(

יִם׃ ין בּוֹ מָ ק אֵ ה וְהַבּוֹר רֵ בֹּרָ  הַ אֹתוֹ  לִכוּ  הוּ וַיַּשְׁ חֻ יִּקָּ וַ
and took him and cast him into the pit . The pit was empty; there was no water in it.

כה )25(

יד כִים לְהוֹרִ י וָלֹט הוֹלְ רִ כֹאת וּצְ ים נְ אִ נֹשְׂ ם  יהֶ לֵּ ד וּגְמַ עָ גִּלְ אלִים בָּאָה מִ עֵ מְ ת יִשְׁ חַ אֹרְ נֵּה  אוּ וְהִ יִּרְ ם וַ ינֵיהֶ אוּ עֵ ם וַיִּשְׂ ל־לֶחֶ כׇ אֱ לֶ בוּ  וַיֵּשְׁ

ה׃ יְמָ רָ צְ מִ
Then they sat down to a meal . Looking up, they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, their camels
bearing gum, balm, and ladanum to be taken to Egypt.

כו )26(

מוֹ׃ ת־דָּ ינוּ אֶ סִּ ינוּ וְכִ אָחִ ת־ רֹג אֶ  י נַהֲ ע כִּ צַ ה־בֶּ יו מַ חָ ל־אֶ ה אֶ ר יְהוּדָ יֹּאמֶ וַ
Then Judah said to his brothers, "What do we gain by killing our brother  and covering up his blood?

כז )27(

יו׃ חָ עוּ אֶ מְ נוּ הוּא וַיִּשְׁ רֵ שָׂ ינוּ בְ אָחִ י־ י־בוֹ כִּ הִ נוּ אַל־תְּ יָדֵ ים וְ אלִ עֵ מְ יִּשְׁ נּוּ לַ רֶ כְּ לְכוּ וְנִמְ
Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, but let us not do away with him ourselves. After all, he is our brother,
our own flesh. " His brothers agreed.

כח )28(

ף ת־יוֹסֵ יאוּ אֶ יָּבִ ף וַ סֶ ים כָּ רִ שְׂ עֶ אלִים בְּ עֵ מְ יִּשְׁ ף לַ ת־יוֹסֵ כְּרוּ אֶ יִּמְ בּוֹר וַ ן־הַ ף מִ ת־יוֹסֵ לוּ אֶ יַּעֲ כוּ וַ שְׁ יִּמְ ים וַ רִ סֹחֲ יָנִים  דְ ים מִ נָשִׁ רוּ אֲ בְ יַּעַ וַ

׃ ה יְמָ רָ צְ מִ
When those Midianite traders passed by, the brothers pulled Joseph up out of the pit. They sold Joseph for
twenty pieces of silver to the Ishmaelites, who brought Joseph to Egypt .

כט )29(

יו׃ גָדָ ת־בְּ ע אֶ רַ יִּקְ ף בַּבּוֹר וַ ין־יוֹסֵ נֵּה אֵ בּוֹר וְהִ ל־הַ ן אֶ אוּבֵ ב רְ וַיָּשׇׁ
When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he rent his clothes.
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ל )30(

א׃ נִי־בָ נִי אָנָה אֲ ינֶנּוּ וַאֲ יֶּלֶד אֵ ר הַ יֹּאמַ יו וַ חָ ל־אֶ ב אֶ וַיָּשׇׁ
Returning to his brothers, he said, "The boy is gone! Now, what am I to do?"

לא )31(

׃ ם דָּ בַּ תֹּנֶת   כֻּ ת־הַ בְּלוּ אֶ יִּטְ וַ זִּים  יר עִ עִ שְׂ טוּ  חֲ ף וַיִּשְׁ תֹנֶת יוֹסֵ  ת־כְּ חוּ אֶ יִּקְ וַ
Then they took Joseph's tunic, slaughtered a kid , and dipped  the tunic in the blood .

לב )32(

ם־לֹא׃ וא אִ נְךָ הִ תֹנֶת בִּ  כְּ כֶּר־נָא הַ הַ אנוּ  צָ זֹאת מָ רוּ  יֹּאמְ ם וַ יהֶ בִ ל־אֲ יאוּ אֶ יָּבִ ים וַ סִּ פַּ תֹנֶת הַ  ת־כְּ לְּחוּ אֶ וַיְשַׁ
They had the ornamented tunic taken to their father, and they said, "We found this. Please examine it ; is it your
son's tunic or not?"

לג )33(

ף׃ ף יוֹסֵ טֹרַ רֹף   הוּ טָ לָתְ כָ ה אֲ עָ יָּה רָ נִי חַ תֹנֶת בְּ  ר כְּ יֹּאמֶ הּ וַ ירָ יַּכִּ וַ
He recognized it, and said, "My son's tunic! A savage beast devoured him! Joseph was torn by a beast!"
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Part 2 — The Korban Pesach (Shemot 12:1–13)

God commands the Israelites — as families and as a nation — to prepare the Passover sacrifice in Egypt.

א )1(

מֹר׃ יִם לֵא רַ צְ מִ ץ  רֶ אֶ רֹן בְּ  ל־אַהֲ ה וְאֶ מֹשֶׁ ל־ הֹוָה אֶ ר יְ יֹּאמֶ וַ
GOD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt :

ב )2(

נָה׃ שָּׁ י הַ שֵׁ דְ חׇ כֶם לְ אשׁוֹן הוּא לָ ים רִ שִׁ דָ רֹאשׁ חֳ כֶם  זֶּה לָ שׁ הַ חֹדֶ  הַ
This month shall mark for you the beginning of the months; it shall be the first of the months of the year for you.

ג )3(

יִת׃ בָּ ה לַ בֹת שֶׂ ית־אָ בֵ לְ ה  שֶׂ ישׁ  חוּ לָהֶם אִ יִקְ זֶּה וְ שׁ הַ חֹדֶ  שֹׂר לַ מֹר בֶּעָ ל לֵא אֵ רָ ת יִשְׂ דַ עֲ ל־ ל־כׇּ בְּרוּ אֶ דַּ
Speak to the whole community of Israel  and say that on the tenth of this month each family shall take for itself a
lamb , a lamb to a household .

ד )4(

ה׃ ל־הַשֶּׂ כֹסּוּ עַ  כְלוֹ תָּ י אׇ פִ ישׁ לְ שֹׁת אִ ת נְפָ כְסַ מִ ל־בֵּיתוֹ בְּ רֹב אֶ  קָּ נוֹ הַ כֵ וּשְׁ ח הוּא  ה וְלָקַ שֶּׂ יוֹת מִ הְ יִת מִ בַּ ט הַ עַ ם־יִמְ וְאִ
But if the household is too small for a lamb, let it share one with a neighbor  who dwells nearby, in proportion to
the number of persons: you shall contribute for the lamb according to what each household will eat.

ה )5(

חוּ׃ קָּ זִּים תִּ עִ ן־הָ וּמִ ים  שִׂ בָ כְּ ן־הַ כֶם מִ יֶה לָ נָה יִהְ ן־שָׁ ים זָכָר בֶּ מִ ה תָ שֶׂ
Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats .

ו )6(

יִם׃ בָּ רְ עַ ין הָ ל בֵּ אֵ רָ ת־יִשְׂ דַ ל עֲ הַ כֹּל קְ אֹתוֹ  טוּ  חֲ וְשָׁ זֶּה  שׁ הַ חֹדֶ  ר יוֹם לַ ה עָשָׂ עָ בָּ ד אַרְ ת עַ רֶ מֶ שְׁ כֶם לְמִ יָה לָ וְהָ
You shall keep watch over it until the fourteenth day of this month; and all the assembled congregation  of the
Israelites shall slaughter it  at twilight.

ז )7(

אֹתוֹ בָּהֶם׃ יֹאכְלוּ  ר־ שֶׁ ים אֲ בָּתִּ הַ ל  קוֹף עַ שְׁ מַּ הַ ל־ זֹת וְעַ זוּ מְּ י הַ תֵּ נוּ עַל־שְׁ ם וְנָתְ דָּ הַ ן־ חוּ מִ וְלָקְ
They shall take some of the blood  and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel  of the houses  in which they are
to eat it.

ח )8(

לֻהוּ׃ יֹאכְ ים  רֹרִ  ל־מְ צּוֹת עַ שׁ וּמַ י־אֵ לִ זֶּה צְ יְלָה הַ לַּ ר בַּ בָּשָׂ ת־הַ וְאָכְלוּ אֶ
They shall eat the flesh that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire, with unleavened bread and with
bitter herbs.
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ט )9(

בּוֹ׃ רְ ל־קִ יו וְעַ עָ רָ ל־כְּ רֹאשׁוֹ עַ שׁ  י־אֵ לִ ם־צְ י אִ יִם כִּ מָּ ל בַּ בֻשָּׁ ל מְ נּוּ נָא וּבָשֵׁ מֶּ תֹּאכְלוּ מִ אַל־
Do not eat any of it raw, or cooked in any way with water, but roasted — head, legs, and entrails — over the fire.

י )10(

רֹפוּ׃  שְׂ שׁ תִּ ר בָּאֵ בֹּקֶ ד־ נּוּ עַ מֶּ ר מִ נֹּתָ  ר וְהַ בֹּקֶ ד־ נּוּ עַ מֶּ ירוּ מִ וְלֹא־תוֹתִ
You shall not leave any of it over until morning; if any of it is left until morning, you shall burn it.

יא )11(

הֹוָה׃ י ח הוּא לַ סַ פֶּ זוֹן  פָּ חִ אֹתוֹ בְּ ם  לְתֶּ כַ כֶם וַאֲ יֶדְ כֶם בְּ לְ קֶּ יכֶם וּמַ גְלֵ רַ יכֶם בְּ לֵ ים נַעֲ גֻרִ נֵיכֶם חֲ תְ אֹתוֹ מׇ תֹּאכְלוּ  כָה  וְכָ
This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall
eat it hurriedly: it is a passover offering  to GOD.

יב )12(

הֹוָה׃ נִי יְ ים אֲ טִ פָ ה שְׁ עֱשֶׂ יִם אֶ רַ צְ י מִ לֹהֵ ל־אֱ כׇ ה וּבְ מָ הֵ ד־בְּ ם וְעַ אָדָ יִם מֵ רַ צְ ץ מִ רֶ אֶ ל־בְּכוֹר בְּ י כׇ יתִ כֵּ זֶּה וְהִ יְלָה הַ לַּ יִם בַּ רַ צְ ץ־מִ רֶ אֶ י בְ תִּ רְ בַ וְעָ
For that night I will go through the land of Egypt and strike down every first-born in the land of Egypt, both
human and animal; and I will mete out punishments to all the gods of Egypt, I GOD.

יג )13(

ץ רֶ י בְּאֶ כֹּתִ  הַ ית בְּ חִ שְׁ כֶם נֶגֶף לְמַ יֶה בָ כֶם וְלֹא־יִהְ לֵ י עֲ תִּ חְ סַ ם וּפָ דָּ ת־הַ י אֶ יתִ אִ ם וְרָ ם שָׁ תֶּ ר אַ שֶׁ ים אֲ בָּתִּ הַ ל  אֹת עַ כֶם לְ ם לָ דָּ הַ יָה  וְהָ

יִם׃ רָ צְ מִ
And the blood  on the houses  where you are staying shall be a sign for you: when I see the blood I will pass over
you, so that no plague will destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
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Discussion Questions

Read both sections. Look for connections between the two stories. Underline or circle words and ideas that
appear in both.

1. The Animal: In Bereishit 37:31, what animal do the brothers slaughter? In Shemot 12:5, what animal can
the Korban Pesach come from? What do you notice?

2. The Blood: What do the brothers do with the blood in Bereishit 37:31? What do the Israelites do with the
blood in Shemot 12:7? One is used to deceive — what is the other used for?

3. The Meal: What do the brothers do right after throwing Yosef in the pit (37:25)? What are the Israelites
commanded to do with the Korban Pesach (12:8)? How are these two meals different in spirit?

4. Together or Apart: What happens to the family in the Yosef story — do the brothers stay together or
break apart? What does the Korban Pesach require about how it's eaten (12:3–4)? What's the Torah trying
to teach by making this a family sacrifice?

5. Egypt: Where does Yosef end up (37:28)? Where are the Israelites when they bring the Korban Pesach
(12:1)? The brothers sent one person to Egypt — now the whole nation is there. What happened?

6. The Big Question: If the Korban Pesach is a "do-over" of the sale of Yosef, what is God asking the nation
to fix? What went wrong the first time, and how does the Pesach night fix it?

7. For Us Today: What does this teach about what Pesach is really about — beyond "we were slaves and
God freed us"?

Sources: Bereishit 37:23–33, Shemot 12:1–13 (JPS translation). Highlighted words mark key parallels.
Inspired by Rabbi David Fohrman's "Goats & Coats" teaching (AlephBeta.org).
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